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I have only opened to view the distant scene. If
I have the time and health, I hope to discuss in these
columns what the servants of the nation can do to raise
themselves in the estimation of their masters, the whole
of the adult population, male and female.

Harijan, I-2-'48

His Last Will and Testament

[The following draft of a new constitution for the Indian
National Congress was prepared by Gandhiji on 29th January,
1948, a day before his death. Being his last piece of writing it
may be taken as his 4fLast Will and Testament".]

Though split into two, India having attained poli-
tical Independence through means provided by the
Indian. National Congress, the Congress in its present
shape and form, i.e., as a propaganda vehicle and
parliamentary machine, has outlived its use. India has
still to attain social, moral and economic independence
in terms of its seven hundred thousand villages as distin-
guished from its cities and towns, The struggle for the
ascendency of civil over military power is bound to take
place in India's progress towards its democratic goal.
It must be kept out of unhealthy competition with poli-
tical parties and communal bodies. For these and'other
similar reasons, the A.I.C.G. resolves to disband the
existing Congress organization and flower into a Lok
Sevak Sangh under the following rules with power to
alter them as occasion may demand.

Every Panchayat of five adult men or women being
villagers or village-minded shall form a unit.             *